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Pay attention, you're
going to be a butcher, too.

No! No! I don't want to!

Tony began

to go to school soon,
took violin lessons

and played at church
and at dances.
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May God watch over you!
g
And if you don't do
well in music, you can
be a butcher.

LEYh

—

I—'Ie’dplay pieces of true iz \
0 s by Handel, Mozart
. Beethoven. He even met
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In the autumn of 1857, Antonin started studying in Prague.

In the Institute of Church Music - the Organ School - he studied sacred
music: psalms, hymns and complex fugues, full of intricate musical
motifs. A Franciscan school provided him with general education.

The Dvoiraksicouldn’t afford expensive schools. ;

The symphony has such a lovely
tune...

Antonin, can you
repeat what I've said?

The ticket is too pricy.
I'm lucky to be a member of the orchestra.

I'm counting on you.
You'll play the viola part.

He joined the orpﬂéstra
of The Unity of St Cecilia.




5. The Hymn

The Czechs felt overlooked and wanted to be heard.
Patriotic and artists’ unions were being created and the foundation
stone of the National Theatre was solemnly laid.
—— Original Czech theatre plays and operas emerged.
S And Antonin didn’'t want to be left behind.
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- Alfred. The King of England,
who overthrew the Danish rule.
I'll compose an opera about him!

It’s too difficult for our ensemble,
but we'll play the prelude at least.

Antonin, your cantata is a truly
impressive piece.

Dvorak was encouraged by the success: he composed
The Heirs of the White Mountain cantata, which later began
to be called The Hymn, for the Hlahol Choir.

.
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With success came also public o *‘ pi The Cermaks were against
recognition from the Czechs. My dearest Annie, you're ol her relationship with a poor
as lovely as Rusalka, a water nymph... / musician, but when her husband
e TR ) B __-'I Fl . o )]
w A Ny i e died, Annie’s mother consented

to.the marriage.
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Antonin would meart 7@ = 4 & .575."’ The weddmg took place
Anna Cermatovs g i %\ il inthe autumn. During «

| o the first months,
under blooming trees. | P& i

the married couple lived
Mrs. Cerméakové'’s place.
'~ Annie was expecting
. lﬂ il ' .
=2 ‘l‘ L a. bab_ oin?



The scholarship committee met in Vienna. Johannes Brahms, the famous
composer, was one of its members and he immediately recognised

how talented Antonin was.

I've been offered a scholarship of 400
florins. It’s nearly three times as much
as I earn at St. Adalbert’s!

We have to support that Dvorak.

High quality music was performed
at St. Adalbert’s.

: 'ﬁ-

..you have to tell me more
about Moravian folk songs.
Let’s go for a beer.

e

One of those: who would llsten
to Antonin ﬂlere was Leos
Janadek; a young organ playing
school student and later a world
famgus COmpOoSser.

»u;u-.¢

ki
= —-"?

Tyt

g » ~ -.IHr‘Im
| 11l ¢ 5 “'H"r

il

—

"'|.||||I |

-
=

SRR
]
-

. ?.‘\-

|

L .
|

I;;..p'il' |
G |

s

-

With pleasure! I admire
your work!
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Antonin started teaching music in the family
of Jan Neff, a wealthy entrepreneur. To give variety
to their homemade concert, he composed a series

of songs for two women'’s voices - Moravian Duets.
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Early September dealt a tragic b#_)w: %ﬂé death of 3-year old Otakar.
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Dvorék suddenly stood at the bottom of a gloomy abyss - the only thing 1
that kept him alive was his wife and faith in God. He ;gturned‘lt_o a piece
he had started:‘i‘:p-mposing earlier: Stabat Mater, a mournful choral
composition about Mother of God, Mary, lamenting for her son, Jesus.
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Stabat Mater dolorosa

iuxta Crucem lacrimosa,
dum pendebat Filius.

Cuius animam gementem,
contristatam et dolentem
pertransvivit gladius.
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At the Cross her station keeping,
- stood the mournful Mother weeping,
close to her Son to the last.
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Through her heart, His sorrow
sharing,

all His bitter anguish bearing,

now at length the sword has passed.

L

Antorg put all his grief into
the music. The result of this
was a composition that touches
every}:)ody’s heart.

heir old flat,
with the

The end of th
with good
was pregnant

and an important letter arrived
from Vienna...




Antonin’s music was popular all over Europe. It was played for the most demanding
...we've heard Anton Dvorak’s

audiences of large cities: in Vienna, Hamburg, even in the capital of the then world’s ,
Slavonic Dances. Are there
going to be more such brilliant

superpower - London. His music reached even the New World - the United States.
fa pieces?

No, Czech. It was like
fireworks of musical ideas.

Both old and new friends kept o | _ Everybody admired Dvorak
visiting Prague: Composer e * | and wished to meet him in person.
Brahms, publisher Simrock
or violin virtuoso Joachim.

Czech King Charles IV e S e R T Ty L T %
: B T o Ny

I'm tired now. Let’s have
a beer at U Vejvodti here.

The flat was a bit cramped after The Dvoraks spent the summer of 1880 in Vysoka near
" Ptibram. The loeal farm and the manor house in the park

the birth of little Annie, so they
moved into a bigger one. belonged to €ount Kounie, their brother-in-law. el e

I don't feel like going back to the city. . 4

I'm so glad, my dearest daughter,
that we all live in the same house.
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For a festival in Leeds, Dvorak
wanted to compose a piece
about Princess Ludmila

with lyrics by the poet Jaroslav & b
Vrchlicky. ' A r " .f e R .

A letter from Leeds, they don't want
a Czech history theme. I won't change
anything. Will you come with me?

and as well at last,
autum'h of 1886.

Famous Scottish composer I W
Alexander Mackenzie =~ g " But Antonin di [ s

5 ” o R
enjoyed spending time with - - renounce Engla
Antonin in silence. I ,:_yalueﬂ;;ﬁ' loeal an

& . who appreciated
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enty of time, SO ;. & .
ﬁiﬂd enjoy trips and their friends.
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21. Symphony no. 8 in G major (‘English Symphony’) é; T o

. a = :
In 1891, the academic senate T Czechs were not behlnd " Two major schools were
of the famous University  for long and Charles Unlver31ty . interested in his teaching
of Cambridge awarded Antonin awarded ) orak’s cont: utIOIl skills: Prague Conservatory

with an‘honorary doctorate. \ ;#}th lorary title. & 4 and the National Conservatory
oo ! of Music of America in New
! 4 : i Sda . _ York. Antonin needed some
. W ) % * time to decide.

He went to England in the
>0 ucted the

ﬂll

L |
TR . e Pie Jesu Domine
Wi K ﬁ ,::"r:e“"’.“:‘;:-_-::._l D J d e An amazing rendition
N ’};Lt?-,_;- : Py | A R of a religious text.
| sempiternam.

Amen.

I'm enthralled.
b
J

His Reqttiem was ahuge success
and the experts calléd it one of the world’s

best compositions ever.

I prefer actual
death to listening to
music about it.

Only G.B. Shaw, the famous v&
had a different opinion. However, nobody

‘took his b1t1ng {Iemarks serl usly.
s
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We've found a nice flat.
You'll like it.
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New York welcomed the Dvoraks

in a magnificent manner: parades,
banquets, concerts. It was Columbus,
of course, who was being celebrated.
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Antonin was impressed by the American
effort to. make the beauty.of music acecessible

also to the poor.
' And tomorrow the same concert

Laly <2
R sy S E'\"‘.f ‘-‘%ﬁ for workers - no admission fee.

5 |
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An exemplary attitude! 3 % ' | 2
. . . i B ¥ i .
Very inspiring. X A , e i
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It d.i.éi_ not take leng and he completed another |/ o
cog_lpjgsition for his hosts - the American Flag cantata.
.--ti"
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25. The ‘American’ Quartet -~ T
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On December 16, 1893, the notes of the New World Symphony were heard
for the first time. The ecstatic audience loudly applauded as early as after the
-~ first movement. And afte;' the Largo, Antonin had to come out on the stage!

> s i, - olee -

il

I can feel the hustle and
bustle of New York.

bs

I see the carts of the settlers in the prairie...

Cx:. 2} LTI, e

Dvoidak was celebrated in America and his admirers would | The unique success
have loved to carry him on their shoulders. And some.of them of the New World Symphony
expressed their enthusiasm in an unusual manner. ° e ' brought money to a lot

FP K E of people. Antonin himself,

however, was deeply worried
about the future of his family.

I don't want to worry
you, but the school hasn't
paid me for two months.

Yes, Dad knows about &
that, he gave them his »
permission.

et s
Daddy, look.
A DVORAK watch!

o el

Don't trouble yourself.
We'll go to Bohemia
in the summer
and time will tell.
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28. Cello Concerto in B minor -

In the autumn, Dvorak returned to his students in Prague.
He could be seen walking with them in the streets every day.

b f. Walk me to the station. Gladly, Professor.

Don't tell anyone
that I can’'t walk
in the street alone.

pbia of open s;pl
as so tull of music that he
lence of his childhood men

The Dvonaks celein:ated 1895
1 tmﬁs toget er agaln =

PXP PP

It’s good.
.\ Butit has to be better still!

= , e e " The result of it all was
' a successful London premiere
on Marcr 19, 1896

I love this city.
I'll start studying Czech!
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In the New Year Antonln o
conducted a concert with a new
orchestra which later became
known both at home and abroad
as the Czech Phllharmomc.

'l._

This was the most beautiful
cello concerto ever!

N96068000!
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The 19 century was coming to an end. Europe kept (?écoverin_g new
personalities in science afid culture, new artistic trends, technologies '

% @

"‘fﬁmd even sport. Dvoiak was interested in all of that. .

... talented conductor Gustav Mahler
performs Hero’s Songs by the renowned
and world famous Antonin Dvordk.

@.L :._':--'- =

... Marie Curie discovers a new chemical element
with mysterious properties in Paris. She calls it...

Dvorak intended to set to

music the story of Hiawatha
in New York. At home, however,
he chose a libretto by Adolf
Wenig based on a fairy tale
about sharp-tongued Kate

and a stupid devil.

How is the devil supposed to sing?!
How is he going to carry her, Wenig?!

Mankind welcomed the last
year of the old beqtury.

orak’s merries is pervaded with playful
e National The d taken great care to stage
erformed toward end of 18'%_9.




The success of his latest opera
was encouraging. Antonin
wanted to compose another
one. He advertised that he was
looking for a new libretto and
Jaroslav Kvapil responded.

If it hadn't been for the article,
I wouldn't have dared come to you.

_—
i
&

Dvotak’s flat turned into

~ afairytale realm. The whole family
helped him overcome minor
creative snags and the world

- famous opera was being born

Should the three wood nymphs sing together? I Ak ) =
It shouldn’t be too long. N T

»
? So he's died.
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I've moved Andersen’s
Little Mermaid into a Czech environment.

I like that. A water goblin,
a water nymph - Rusalka...
Just like in Erben.
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And we have the name!
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The Armida rehearsals didn't go well. The conductors kept

14211'&[4*3‘ PRAZ

You're undermining my authority,

changing. The atmosphere in the National Theatre was tense. I'm leaving!

Gentlemen, thank you.

Let’s call it a day...

The management of the theatre
settled the dispute, but there
were other problems: the mair
protagonpt fell ill and the

i costumgé didn’t fit. The OPEHI

I must go home,
I don't feel well.

So am I, you're undermining

No, not yet. Go through the first part again! my opera!

' The doctor diagnosed him _
- with urethritis. Antonin spent i

Antonin!

April in bed and didn’ tigo out/. - o
until May 1, 190ﬂ LR ARET) . Loy




